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GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS — ASSAULTS AGAINST TEACHERS 

2354. Mrs M.H. Roberts to the Minister for Education 

(1) With reference to the Minister’s answer to Question on Notice No. 1916 on 22 February 2010, why did 
the Minister not include any accurate data on actual assaults against teachers? 

(2) Is the Minister aware that Question on Notice No. 1916 did not request any information regarding near 
misses or threats of assault, but of actual assaults; and 

(a) if so, why did the Minister not provide any factual information about actual assaults? 

(3) Given that Question on Notice No. 1916 was asked on 18 November 2009, how can the Minister 
reasonably claim that she needs more time to make available comprehensive, accurate information? 

(4) How much time does the Minister need to provide this information? 

(5) How does the Minister’s inability to make available comprehensive, accurate information justify the 
Minister’s failure to provide any information at all over three months? 

(6) Does the Department of Education keep any record of actual assaults on teachers? 

(7) Will the Minister now provide the information requested in Question on Notice 1916, noting that it is 
not seeking the number of near misses or threats and that the information may exclude incidents 
involving Educational Support students? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The Department of Education, having looked into the matter further, has advised that data on "actual 
assaults" is not readily available. The phrase "actual assault" has no  precise legal meaning and the fact 
of an assault is often defined only by the outcome of legal proceedings. There is no database which 
records the outcome of these cases which are ultimately determined by the courts. 

(2) Yes.  

(2)(a)-(7) Refer to answer (1) above. 
 


